
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 18
Genesis 18:1-8 - Abraham’s visitors

Abraham is actually held up in this record as a model of hospitality. He welcomes “strangers” and goes 
above and beyond to show love towards them.  The writer of Hebrews will speak to us in the New Testament 
with an allusion to this event:

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained 
angels without knowing it.

That’s kind of cool motivation.

Abraham serves and honors these visitors. It’s interesting to note that Abraham is not above serving his 
guests. While he does ask Sarah to make the cakes and his servant to prepare the meat, it is Abraham who 
gets the curds and milk and the calf and also who serves the men.  Why is it worth noting these actions?  
Because Abraham is modeling what a man of faith looks like. 

Many, coming from a patriarchal society not based on Scripture’s view of the roles for men and women 
elevate men to such a high status that no “real man” would be seeing serving, preparing food, and 
welcoming guest into their home.  However, Biblical manhood does not paint this picture at all.  In fact, to 
be an elder, men only qualify if they are the following:

1 Timothy 3:2-3 - An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, 
prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, 
peaceable, free from the love of money.

This isn’t talking about the wife of an elder, but the elder himself.  Jesus, the ideal “man”, washes his 
disciples feet serves them and declared:

Matthew 20:25-28 NLT - ...You know that the rulers of this world lord it over their people, and 
officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 26 But among you it will be different. 
Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first 
among you must become your slave. 28 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve 
others and to give his life as a ransom for many."
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Abraham is a strong man, a warrior, a patriarch of a large family and an overseer of a large caravan. 
 And he is a servant!  Meekness (being gentle and humble) is not a weakness!  The irony of this is that for 
most men who long for respect and are giving authority over their homes by God think that respect and 
authority come by demanding it and claiming it - but in God’s perspective, respect, authority and leadership 
is not gained by lordship, but in service.  

If there is any doubt about this, consider when Jesus got on his knees and washed the feet of his disciples, 
the job typically reserved for the lowliest servant.  Here he was the master and Lord washing the feet of his 
disciples.  And yet do you think that as Jesus washed their feet, there was any doubt in the minds of the men 
gathered in that room who was the leader of the group?

Men of God should aspire to this. Women of God should encourage this.  Our sons should be taught this and 
our daughters should keep an eye on men who live like this.

Genesis 18:9-11 - A Promise To Sarah

As we discussed in Genesis 16, the pressure of the promise of God was wrongly resting in Sarah’s shoulders. 
We observed the following in light of Sarah’s plan to have Abraham conceive a child with Hagar:

“Perhaps Sarai was motivated by feeling bad that she couldn’t be the wife/mother Abram needed or 
wanted.  Perhaps she felt like her barrenness was the reason God’s promise hadn’t come to pass yet - like 
it was her fault.  Maybe she even made comments about that to Abram.  Maybe Abram had made comments 
to her about that.  Clearly Abram was not the reason they couldn’t have children because he has no 
problem through Hagar.  It’s interesting to consider the emotional motivation for Sarai’s idea.

“The more clearly God’s promises were spelt out to Abram, the more clearly Sarai saw herself 
as a failure...Each passing year diminished her hopes of becoming a mother and of giving to 
Abram the son of the promise.  She saw no answer to her prayers and may easily have come to 
the conclusion that she had for some reason forfeited the Lord’s favor.  If so, she was wrong.  
The very (opposite) was true, but reason, in conflict with faith, for the time being won the 
day” (Joyce Baldwin, “The Message Of Genesis 12-50”, page 57)

And so now the LORD sends 3 “men” (angels) to Sarah to bring the news she has been waiting for for almost 25 
years.  One of the men tells Abraham (after their meal) that Sarah would have a son by this time next year!  
What an amazing promise that is finally coming to pass.  If there is any doubt about this great moment, the 
text reminds us:

Genesis 18:11 (NIV) - Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of 
childbearing.
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We all remember that Sarah was actually barren (unable to have children) - and so now, even if she was not 
barren, she was old, and beyond the time when her body was able to have children.  Can you imagine how 
Sarah must have felt to finally hear this news!?  The text tell us what she was thinking.

Genesis 18:12-15 - Sarah’s Laughter

Sarah, listening to the conversation on the other side of the tent responds to this news with laughter, and 
lying.  When confronted by the LORD (through a message to Abraham), she actually denies laughing.  She gets 
caught (God knows our hearts and our thoughts remember…) and yet the LORD will prove his word true, 
regardless of her response.

The LORD told Abraham to name his son Isaac (Genesis 17:19) which is derived from the Hebrew word for 
laughter.  This was to remind Abraham, every time he called for his son about how crazy it is that God was 
faithful to His word to this old man.  For Sarah, that same name will remind her of her disbelief, and 
hopefully awaken her to her need to trust the word of the LORD.

There is a little bit of contrast between Abraham and Sarah in this critical moment.  We know that Abraham 
had laughed in the previous chapter when God told him that Abraham’s son would be of his own biology and 
through Sarah.  But it appeared this his laugh was not a rejection of God’s promise by a light hearted - “I 
cannot believe this…” kind of response.  The promise of God just seems too wild at this point in Abraham’s 
life - and yet he does not doubt what the LORD said he will do (no matter how crazy it sounds!).

Yet Sarah’s laughter seems to be laughter fueled by disbelief.  She seems to let out the laughter from a 
heart, not light, but hard - hardened by the years of waiting, years of shame, years of unfulfilled hopes. 
 Proverbs 13:12 tell us that “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, But desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”  
Sarah is on the “sick heart” side of the proverb.

But what she misses is that this promise, as absurd as it sounds and how little it all makes sense after 
these 24 years - is a promise from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.  She lacks the relationship with 
the LORD that her husband has, which allows him to remain hopeful despite the circumstances.

The LORD says to Abraham “is anything to difficult for the LORD”.  If there was any phrase to memorize, make 
calligraphy of, make into a bumper sticker and post on social media - it’s that!  In fact this is a common phrase in 
Scripture, and even from the mouth of Jesus:

Matthew 19:26 - And looking at them Jesus said to them, "With people this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible."

Mark 14:36 - And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for You;
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And to Mary, the angel said: For nothing will be impossible with God. (Luke 1:37)" 

Oh if we could only by more like Abraham than Sarah in a moment like this!  We serve the God of possible 
impossibilities! Is anything too difficult for the LORD?  Universes appear through spoken words.  Old barren women have 
children.  Seas stand up on top of themselves and dry pathways appear.  Water comes from rocks.  The sun stands still 
at his command.  Giants are slain with slingshots.  Angels fight battles.  Hungry lion’s mouths are shut.  Fiery 
furnaces are found to be futile.  Great fish swallow and spit people out.  Virgin teenagers bear sons.  Bread and fish 
feed thoughts.  Dead people rise again.  Shadows passing by bring healing to the sick.

What impossible thing is in your life that you have laughed at the possibility of God’s involvement.  Your sin?  Your 
spouse?  Your children?  Your job?  Your health?  Your church?  Have you already declare what will be or do you still 
believe that God can do great things?!  Oh that we could laugh like Abraham at the possibility of impossible things 
being done and not laugh like Sarah in disbelief that our God can do “whatever he pleases.” (Psalm 115:3)

God may not do the impossible every time we ask, but that does not mean he cannot do the impossible.  Those are two 
very different things.  Our job is to keep the faith - and our faith is rooted in the LORD - the one for whom there is 
nothing, nothing, nothing, no thing...that is too difficult for him.
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